
The following countries are in 

Southern  

Europe 

• Italy 

• Spain 

• Andorra 

• San Marino 

• Cyprus 

• Malta  
• Greece 



• Portugal 

• Vatican city 

UNIT 4:  

SOUTHERN EUROPE 
Physical Geography of Southern Europe 



 



What two types of physical features dominate Southern Europe's 
physical geography? 

• Southern Europe is made up of three peninsulas:  

• Spain and Portugal= Iberian Peninsula 

• Italy= Italian Peninsula 



• Greece= southernmost part of the Balkan Peninsula.  



What two types of physical features dominate Southern 
Europe's physical geography? 



• Andorra, San Marino, and 
Vatican City are smaller 
countries in the interior. The 
island nations of Malta and 
Cyprus serve important 
functions in the Mediterranean 
Sea. 

• Mountain ranges  

(Pyrenees/Alps) form a natural 
border with Northwestern 
Europe. 



  



 



How do Southern Europe's rivers compare to those of 
Northwestern Europe? 



• Although important to the ecology of the region, Southern Europe’s 



shallow rivers are not viable transportation or trade routes. 

• The Ebro River in Spain provides hydroelectric power and water for 
agriculture. 

How do Southern Europe's rivers compare to 
those of Northwestern Europe? 



• The drainage from the Po 
River in Italy feeds the country’s 
most fertile plain. 



  



  



  



  



  



 



How do Southern Europe's rivers compare to 
those of Northwestern Europe? 



• Italy’s Tiber River is the 
primary water source for 
the capital city of Rome.  



Why does Southern Europe's climate make it popular 
with tourists and ideal for 
agricultural activities? 

• The Alps block Atlantic winds from 
the north, causing the warm, dry 
summers and mild, rainy winters of 
this  
Mediterranean climate. 

• The subregion is well suited for 
growing grapes, olives, shrub herbs, 
and raising livestock. 



  



  



  



  



  



 



Southern Europe 
Human Geography of Southern Europe 

What characteristics of early civilizations 
are evident in Southern Europe today? 



• The civilizations of ancient Greece and Rome laid the 



foundation for Western civilization. 

• The Renaissance marked a period of cultural revival and 
enlightenment. 



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



 



What characteristics of early civilizations are evident 
in Southern Europe today? 



• Spain and Portugal became leaders in the Age of Exploration, 
establishing new empires.

 



 



 



 



 



 



What characteristics of early civilizations are evident in 
Southern Europe today? 

• Nationalism and unification in the 1800s and 1900s brought political 
stability to the area. 

• Recent economic challenges include high unemployment rates and 
credit 
problems.  



How have migration and aging populations affected 
Southern Europe's population patterns? 

• Southern Europe is one of the most populated regions of the world. 

• Demand for labor is being met by migrants within the European 
Union. 

• Economic migration throughout the EU has resulted in a growing 
diversity of cultures. 



How have religion, the arts, and Southern Europe's rich 
intellectual traditions shaped society and culture 
today? 

• Education in Southern Europe is mandatory for all children. 

• The cultures of Greece, Spain, and Italy are centered on the family 
and are influenced by the Roman Catholic religion. 



• The Greeks and Romans developed many important elements of art 
and architecture. 



  



  



  



 



SOUTHERN EUROPE 
Economy 

What are the characteristics of Southern Europe's 
economy today? 



• The global recession of 2008 
hit Southern Europe hard. 

• Spain and Italy continue to 
face challenges.  



What are the characteristics of Southern Europe's 
economy today? 

• As one of the least developed in the area, Greece’s economy remains weak 
as it grapples with high public spending, low productivity, and tax evasion. 

• The EU is facing its first test of economic stability with Southern Europe 
suffering from record national debt and high unemployment. 

 


